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Young people and books: a review 
of the research into young people’s 
reading habits 

CAROLYN J CARTER 


The study shows that the majority of 
research undertaken and published in 
the UK since 1970 concentrates on the 
reading habits of the over 7s (particularly 
the 10 to 15 age group). Whilst further 
broadly based research into the reading 
habits of the under 7s is required, 
research relating to the over 7s should 
concentrate on specific issues raised by 
existing research. 


Racially segregated school libraries 
in KwaZulu/Natal, South Africa 
JENNIFER VERBEEK 23-46 


Racial discrimination in South Africa is a 
cause of much discontent. Unrest in 
schools can be traced in part to unequal 
educational opportunity and facilities. An 
outline of the development of education 
and of school libraries in Natal and 
KwaZulu is given. There have been 
considerable differences in the provision 
of education and of school library 
facilities for the various population 
groups; at present, facilities for whites 
are good, for Indians adequate and for 
blacks totally inadequate. It is suggested 
that there is a relationship between 
sophistication of labour and the inclusion 
in education of information-handling 
skills and self-study methods. Thus the 
schooi library achieves an economic 
importance not previously recognized in 
South Africa. 


CONTENTS AND ABSTRACTS 


Psychological determinants of 
information needs: a small-scale study 
of higher education students 


NIGEL FORD 47-62 


A model of ‘critical thinking’ practised by 
individua‘s seeking and using 
information in a college of higher 
education library is presented, on the 
basis of 22 hours of tape-recorded 
interviews with 34 higher education 
students. Behind ostensibly similar 
library activities—using catalogues, 
borrowing items and requesting services 
and information—were very different 
mental states and processes. The data 
give insights into the quality of learning 
being experienced by different library 
users. Implications for librarianship are 
discussed. 


Review articles 


Unesco and unreality 


RONALD BENGE 63-70 


The ideological assumptions of Unesco’s 
library policies are considered in the 
light of the British Government's 
announced intention to withdraw its 
support. 


Tackling the big one: cataloguing 
the books of the nineteenth century 
CLIVE HURST 


[no abstract] 


71-7 
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Libraries and humanistic scholarship 
BERNHARD FABIAN 


Owing to profound changes over the last 
two or three decades library provisions 
for humanistic scholarship can no longer 
be taken for granted. Humanistic 
research, which is library-centred and 
predominantly text-centred, requires a 
special type of library which allows the 
scholar to bring together highly complex 
configurations of texts. The only library 
which makes this possible is the 
universal reference library. This must 
therefore constitute the central element 
in the library provisions for the 
humanities and be surrounded with 
peripheral institutions which allow the 
researcher to do his preparatory reading. 


Rura! information provision in 
Leicestershire 
ANDREW GREEN 


The writer describes the rural 
information service operating in 
Leicestershire, puts it in a national 
context, and suggests some solutions to 
alleviate rural information deprivation. 
Village information files were initiated by 
Leicestershire Rural Community Council 
with Development Commission funding 
and continued by Leicestershire 
Libraries. The article describes the 
implementation of the service in one 
area of Leicestershire and looks to the 
future monitoring, adaptation and 
continuation of the service. Although 
primarily about Leicestershire, the 
article directs attention to a wide variety 
of other initiatives operating in various 
parts of the UK. 


French library and information 
careers 


DAVID CLOW 113-32 


This study sets out the basic facts 
necessary for an understanding of the 
current problems, trends and tensions in 
French library and information 
manpower. It reports on the various 
types of library and information service 
in France; on the levels of work within 
them; on career structures and 
promotion chances; on the education and 


qualifications tied into those structures; 
and on the government's role in 
maintaining or changing them. A list of 
abbreviations used, with brief 
explanations, is appended. 


Review article 


The British Library Strategic Plan 
NIGEL MACARTNEY 


The British Library’s Strategic Plan is 
reviewed with particular attention being 
paid to scientific and technica! 
information and to non-book materials. 
After a brief discussion of BL and 
interlibrary co-operation, the three key 
strategies identified by the plan are 
examined. The most detailed study is on 
the proposals for improving services, 
where the market will expect high 
quality, particularly where premium 
income-earning services are concerned. 
The organizational changes outlined in 
the plan are also assessed before 
conclusions are drawn, notably that the 
income and staffing targets will be 
difficult to hit, and the library will need to 
monitor closely the implementation of 
the plan. 


Reviews 


Harris, Colin, and Clifford, Brian (eds). 
Public libraries: re-appraisal and 
re-structuring 


MELVYN BARNES 143-5 


Lindfors, Bernth (ed.). Research 
priorities in African literature 
DOROTHY SCHMIDT OBI 


King Research, Inc. Library human 
resources: a study of supply 
and demand 


NICK MOORE 147-9 


Houghton, T. Bookstock management 
in public libraries 


BARRY CROPPER 149-51 


Oppenheim, C. Information comes 


of age 
JOHN GURNSEY 
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Cathedral librarianship 
PENELOPE E MORGAN 153-64 


The history of cathedral libraries shows 
that each is unique, an integral part 

of the cathedral and of great importance 
to the ecclesiastical historian, 
liturgiologist, musicologist, student 

of the humanities, rare book librarian 
and bibliographer. Their function, the 
varied contents and the different aspects 
of cathedral librarianship are con- 
sidered. A future for cathedral libraries 
as diocesan centres offering specialist 
collections of modern books in addition to 
the older volumes is envisaged, thus 
maintaining the old tradition of the 
cathedral being a centre of learning. 


Practitioners as lecturers: 

benefits, advantages and practicalities 
RICHARD BARLOW and 

ANDREW GREEN 165-79 


Following the secondment of two public 
librarians to the Department of Library 
and Information Studies, Loughborough 
University of Technology, the academic 
Staff of the department and relevant 
Staff from the library authority were 
interviewed about their attitudes to such 
secondments. Reactions were generally 
favourable, though several problems 
were highlighted. The acceptability 

of such secondments was affirmed 

as a means of involving practitioners 
more closely with the education of 
young professionals, and of improving 
awareness within the profession of the 
educative process. Recommendations 
are made for the organization of future 
secondments, based on the experience of 
those directly involved. 


Public libraries and technical 
education 1850-1902: a re-evaluation 
PAUL STURGES 


Many nineteenth-century public libraries 
organized regular classes for adult 
groups, particularly in teciinical 

subjects. Various pieces of legislation 
recognized and to some extent facilitated 
this link. The feeling that the provision 

of classes strengthened and even 
legitimized the public library was 


frequently at odds with the reality of 
the problems which resulted. Attitudes 
towards this provision for adult 
education reveal serious problems in 
defining the role of the public library 
in society. 


Charges for online searches in university 
libraries: follow-up to 1981 survey 

IAN R M MOWAT and 

SHEILA E CANNELL 193-211 


This survey repeats and enlarges on a 
survey of online searching in university 
libraries carried out in 1981. The 
results indicate that charging does 
affect the number of searches carried 
out in an institution; that libraries 
providing a ‘frees’ service remain 
committed to this as a policy, while 
libraries which charge try to ameliorate 
the effects of charging; that more 
libraries use a ‘fixed’ tariff structure; 
that charging does little to alter the 
balance of use by academic staff and 
postgraduates within an institution. 
However, the evidence on how 
charging affects the quality of 
searching is conflicting. 


Reviews 


Hopkins, Michael (ed.). European 
Communities information, 

Campbell, Malcolm J (ed.). Manual of 
business library practice 


EDWIN FLEMING 212-15 


Nahari, Abdulaziz Mohamed. 
The role of national libraries in 
developing countries 

M A GOPINATH 


Bakewell, K G B. How to organise 
information 
G P HUMPHREYS 


Tedd, L A. An introduction to 
computer-based library systems 
(2nd edn) 


JOHN EYRE 218-20 


Borgman, Christine L; Moghdam, Dinah, 
and Corbett, Patti K. Effective 
online searching 


VINCENT DE P ROPER 220-1 
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Public libraries, other agencies and 
self-help ethnic minority organizations 
PIRKKO ELLIOTT 


This article is based on research work by 
the author. Information was received 
from 175 London-based organizations. 
The following activities were offered by 
them: libraries, advice/information 
services, bookshops, publishing, mother- 
tongue classes, dance and drama, 
film|video shows, art exhibitions and 
festivals and carnivals. Libraries, 
advice/information services, bookshops 
and publishing were studied in detail. 
This study, the first of its kind in the 
field of library and information studies or 
any other subject area in this country, 
indicated that libraries were not aware 
. Of the various activities offered by 
the organizations. Some forms of 
co-operation came to light, particularly 
between libraries and self-help book- 
shops. Recommendations for improving 
co-operation are given. 


Towards demand-led book 
acquisitions? 

ADRIAN N PEASGOOD 242-56 
The computerization of library circulation 
systems not only transforms a basic 
housekeeping activity but also should 

be able to provide librarians with 
information about that activity which 
should contribute to policy making and 
review. In the University of Sussex 

Library information about the borrowing 

of books in various subjects has led to 
changes in acquisitions policy. Despite 

the limitations of this measure of 

demand, the ‘prompts’ it provides have 
enabled the library, in a period of faliing 
resources, to improve its basic book 
provision for today’s readers without 
undue prejudice to the needs of the 

future. 


Evaluation of technical services 
functions 


BRIAN LANTZ 257-79 


For a number of years Birmingham 
Polytechnic Library has been producing 


regular information on the effectiveness 
of its Technical Services section. 

Until recently the data were collected 
and analysed manually, but now 
analyses are carried out using a 
combination of microcomputers and 
the Polytechnic’s minicomputers. 

With the advent of automated systems, 
there is considerable demand for 

the development of management 
information systems to provide 
assistance in planning and decision 
making. This article examines a 
relatively sophisticated manual 
system, explores the deficiencies 

of the present system and makes 
suggestions for the future development 
of fully automated management 
information systems within libraries. 


Reviews 


Wise, Michael (ed.). Aspects of 
African librarianship 
RONALD BENGE 


Jones, Ken. Conflict and change in 
library organizations. Reviewed jointly 
with: Shoham, Snunith. Organization 
adaptation by public libraries 


PATRICIA LAYZELL WARD 283-5 


Biggs, Penelope T (ed.). CURRENT 
RESEARCH for the Information 
Profession 1984/85 and 1985/86 


M REDFERN 285-7 


Liebaers, H, Haas, W J, and Biervliet, 
W E (eds). New information 
technologies and libraries 


BARRY MEAKIN 288-9 


Katz, Bill, and Fraley, Ruth A (eds). 
Evaluation of reference services 


D J GROGAN 289-91 


Picken, F M, and Kahn, A M C (eds). 
Medical librarianship in the eighties 
and beyond 

T A KING 
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